PRACTICE ACCREDITATION

Practice Accreditation was produced and developed in 1999 as part of the RCGP Quality Assessment Programme.  It is designed to help practices demonstrate that they have the necessary infrastructure and systems to support the provision of good patient care.

The accreditation process measures the practice’s performance against set criteria, which look at some of the essential elements for providing good care to patients.  Having met the criteria and successfully undergone a visit by assessors, the practice received a certificate of Accreditation in February 2003.  This certificate is valid for three years.  As of May 2004, 23 Practices in the Highland area had successfully achieved the RCGP Practice Accreditation standard.  Practices that achieve PA are encouraged to progress on to the Quality Practice Award (QPA).  We will be registering to take part in QPA in the summer of 2004.

